HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
Australians fear that her next aim will be the occu-
pation of Australia, which is three times farther from
Great Britain than it is from Japan, whilst Singapore,
Britain's great naval base is not much nearer than
Japan, though to-day Australia still relies completely
on the British fleet to defend her sea communications.
If Australia is to become strategically independent her
population must be increased very considerably.
Up to the present the Australian government has
steadfastly maintained its decision not to permit any
coloured emigrants to settle in Australia. In order to
exclude such emigrants immigration is made subject
to the legal condition that any immigrant must be able
to write down fifty words in a European language at
the dictation of the Immigration Officer. The choice
of the European language for the test lies completely
in the discretion of the Immigration Officer, so that
when a little while ago a number of linguistically
talented coloured immigrants presented themselves
they found the Immigration Officer prepared for them
with a dictation in Gaelic, which effectively barred
them. In any case, the immigration of coloured people
would be only a partial solution of the population prob-
lem, perhaps in the districts whose climate is unsuitable
for white settlement. However, in the conviction that
one day Asia, Africa and, to a great extent, South
America will be inhabited by coloured people, the
Australians are determined to preserve their country
for the whites.
During negotiations which took place in London in
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